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RECOGNIZING MARIA MATOS AND 

THE LATIN AMERICAN COMMU-
NITY CENTER 

∑ Mr. COONS. Madam President, on be-
half of Senator TOM CARPER and my-
self, I wish to recognize two special oc-
casions in Wilmington, DE happening 
on September 5, 2014: the 45th anniver-
sary of the Latin American Commu-
nity Center, LACC, serving the His-
panic community of Delaware as well 
as to honor the service, dedication and 
passion of a name synonymous with 
the service to Delaware’s vibrant His-
panic community: Maria Matos. 

The LACC’s continuum of care pro-
motes education, life skills, and an en-
hanced quality of life while celebrating 
diverse Hispanic cultures. The LACC 
was founded in 1969 in the Hilltop sec-
tion of Wilmington serving and sup-
porting the community and people that 
surround it. 

Over the last 45 years, the LACC has 
focused on lifelong learning that con-
centrates on the educational needs of 
client families, from quality pre-school 
programs to adult education; and life 
empowerment, focusing on the imme-
diate life needs families and individ-
uals may face, from short term case 
management to a job placement or 
English language skills. 

Since 1994, Maria Matos has been the 
executive director and driving force be-
hind the LACC. Her impact has been 
felt not just in the Hispanic commu-
nity, but throughout Wilmington and 
New Castle County. She has contrib-
uted her leadership skills to such 
boards as the Medical Center of Dela-
ware, Grand Opera House, Delaware 
Community Foundation, and Advisory 
Council for the Fund for Women, as 
well as at the grassroots level sup-
porting the Hilltop Working Group, an 
alliance of residents and legislators 
who work to promote the community’s 
well-being. 

In conclusion, we would like to con-
gratulate Ms. Matos on her years of 
service to the LACC as well as the 
LACC on its 45 years of service to the 
community, and wish each of them 
luck in the future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
JAMES LIVINGSTON 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, I 
would like to take a moment today to 
honor Beaufort, SC resident, Maj. Gen. 
James E. Livingston, a 33-year U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran and Medal of 
Honor recipient, for his tireless service 
to this country. He is truly an Amer-
ican patriot worthy of our recognition. 

Born in Towns, GA, General Living-
ston knew from a young age that he 
wanted to serve his country. While en-
rolled at the Military College of Geor-
gia, he was a member of the nationally 
recognized Corps of Cadets. After grad-
uating from Auburn University in 1962 
with a degree in civil engineering, Gen-
eral Livingston rose through the ranks 
of the Marine Corps. From Vietnam to 

the Philippines and domestically, 
wherein he was the first commander of 
the Marine Reserve Forces, General 
Livingston distinguished himself with 
exceptional service all over the world. 
Throughout his long and storied ca-
reer, General Livingston has made his 
mark as a man who leads by example. 

General Livingston, serving as the 
operations officer for 3D Battalion, 7th 
Marines, oversaw Operation Frequent 
Wind, the evacuation of Saigon. De-
spite the urgency and chaos of the situ-
ation, General Livingston led with 
poise and professionalism: characteris-
tics that would define his career. Due 
in large parts to General Livingston’s 
leadership during Operation Frequent 
Wind, more than 7,000 American civil-
ians and Vietnamese people in a des-
perate situation were airlifted out of 
Saigon and to safety. 

In 1968, while serving as the com-
manding officer, Company E, 2d Bat-
talion, 4th Marines, General Livingston 
led his men on a determined assault on 
the village of Dai Do, where another 
Marine company had been isolated the 
night before when enemy forces seized 
the village. Despite being twice wound-
ed by grenade fragments, General Liv-
ingston refused medical treatment and 
continued to lead his men across 500 
meters of open rice fields. Having rees-
tablished contact with the surrounded 
Marine Company, General Livingston 
then learned of a third Marine Com-
pany leading an attack on nearby Dinh 
To village. Marshalling his resources, 
General Livingston consolidated the 
two companies and led a support effort 
to halt the aggressive enemy counter 
attack from Dinh To. After being 
wounded a third time and rendered im-
mobile, he remained in the combat 
zone and supervised the evacuation of 
his men. Only after his fellow marines 
were safe did General Livingston allow 
himself to be evacuated. For his gal-
lantry, bravery, and selflessness, Gen-
eral Livingston was awarded the Medal 
of Honor from President Richard Nixon 
in 1970. 

In addition to the Medal of Honor, 
General Livingston also holds the Navy 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Sil-
ver Star, the Superior Service Medal, 
the Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart. 
It is because of men like James Living-
ston that Americans sleep easy at 
night, knowing they are safe from 
those who wish to inflict harm upon 
them. 

It is an honor that this Saturday, Au-
gust 2, General Livingston will be the 
keynote speaker at my Vietnam Era 
Veterans Honor Ceremony in Colum-
bia, SC where I will honor more than 
1,500 veterans. General Livingston and 
his fellow veterans deserve to be recog-
nized for their gallant efforts, and it 
will be my honor to stand with him on 
this special occasion. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Maj. Gen. James E. Living-
ston for a life and career dedicated to 
the protection of this Nation, her 
ideals, and her citizens.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE C. WRIGHT 
∑ Mr. COONS. Madam President, on be-
half of Senator TOM CARPER and my-
self, I wish to honor the exemplary 
service of the executive director of the 
Delaware League of Local Govern-
ments, George C. Wright and recognize 
his recent retirement. For over five 
decades, he has been a tremendous and 
courageous leader serving in many po-
sitions throughout our great State. His 
hard work, perseverance, and dedica-
tion will truly be missed. 

Since the 1960s, George has played an 
active and integral role within Dela-
ware. For six terms, he served as coun-
cilman in the town of Smyrna before 
serving as its mayor for 14 years. Since 
then, George has been a crucial mem-
ber and leader of the Delaware League 
of Local Governments. As he steps 
down from his position as executive di-
rector, we join the many Delawareans 
he has worked with in thanking him 
for his diligent efforts to improve and 
assist local governments through legis-
lative advocacy. 

Born in Chesapeake City, MD and 
educated in the public school system 
there, George studied at several distin-
guished universities including Mary-
land State College in Princess Anne 
and the University of Delaware. After 
his graduation, George began his career 
during the turbulent 1960s as Head 
Start director in Smyrna, a town that 
was once denounced by former Attor-
ney General David Buckson as having 
the worst race relations in the State. 
George later went on to serve on the 
town’s council and as the chief of staff-
ing at the Dover Air Force Base. In 1981 
he was able to overcome many racial 
barriers in order to become the town of 
Smyrna and state of Delaware’s first 
African-American mayor. 

Most recently, as the executive direc-
tor of the Delaware League of Local 
Governments, George has successfully 
worked with 57 municipalities in Dela-
ware to help forge a common voice 
across the State. George’s work has 
been nothing short of inspirational and 
we are sincerely grateful for all that he 
has done on behalf of the towns, cities 
and counties in Delaware. 

We wholeheartedly thank George for 
all of the work he has done for local 
governments of Delaware. His model 
leadership and dedication has truly 
touched every corner of our great 
State. We offer our sincerest congratu-
lations on a job well done and wish him 
many happy, healthy, and successful 
years to come.∑ 
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EXCEPTIONAL CITIZENS’ WEEK 
∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Madam President, I 
wish to recognize and congratulate the 
leadership and volunteers of New 
Hampshire’s Exceptional Citizens’, EC, 
Week at Camp Fatima as the program 
marks its 60th year of providing con-
tinuous service to children and adult 
campers with special needs. 

Held every year at Camp Fatima on 
the picturesque Upper Suncook Lake in 
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